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Background

Five Communities-different backgrounds, 

cultures, SES, religions

Consolidated ïloss of community

Rural



Purpose

Parent-Community 

and District  

Relationship

Parental Engagement

Decision Making



Purpose

One purpose of this paper is to ascertain ways in which 

school leaders can address the concerns of various 

constituencies within a school district.

A secondary concern, and of equal importance, is how 

school leadership can inform their practices from field-

based research comprised of a team of urban, rural, 

and higher education members.  

The blended perspectives in the field study team help 

the results to be mutually applicable for the rural setting 

in which the study was performed as for the urban team 

members with their diverse student populations.



Research Questions

Communication

Community Attachment

Decision Making



Perspectives/Theoretical Framework

Although many times educators believe that 
parents tend to not be active in the education of a 
child, research has shown that high schoolsô 
practices can affect family involvement (Simon, 
2004). 

Joyce Epstein once wrote, ñThe way schools care 
for children is reflected in the way schools care 
about the childrenôs familiesò (Epstein, 1995). 

Epstein has gone on to define and articulate an 
overarching framework of parental involvement 
covering six main features at the high school level 
including: parenting; communicating; volunteering; 
learning at home; decision-making; & collaborating 
with the community (Epstein, 2009).



Data Sources 

Multiple qualitative data gathering strategies

interviews, focus groups and archival document 
research

The team relied on a semi - structured interview 
protocol to gather data from participants

District administrators assisted the process by 
providing a list of parents from their school 
community



Communication

Question:

Communication

with Communities

Finding:

Communication Flow

Issues: confusion, inconsistency, computers w/ 

internet access


