
Kansas Education Commission Subcommittees 
 

College-and Career-Ready Students 

 

Name Title/Organization Email 

Nancy Bolz (Co-chair) Executive Director, AdvancEd/NCA – 

Wichita 

nbolz@ncacasi.org 

Tim Witsman (Co-chair) President, Wichita Independent Business 

Association 

ftw@wiba.org 

George Abel Asst. Superintendent, Emporia gabel@usd253.org 

Neeley Carlson Kansas Restaurant & Hospitality Assoc. – 

Wichita 

ncarlson@krha.org 

Eddie Estes Western KS Manufacturing Assoc. – Dodge 

City 

fast@fairpoint.net 

Kathy Hund Director, Workforce Training & 

Education/KSBOR/Dept. of Commerce 

khund@kansascommerce.com 

Brian Pekarek Superintendent, Clifton-Clyde bpekarek@usd224.com 

Sam Rabiola Teacher, Free State H.S. – Lawrence scrabiol@gmail.com 

Cheryl Shepherd-Adams Science Teacher, Hays High School cshepherdadams@usd489.com 

Richard Spindle President Emeritus-Mid America Nazarene rspindle@mnu.edu 

Steve Splichal Asst. Superintendent, Hiawatha ssplichal@usd415.org 

Valdenia Winn House (ranking democrat) – KC valdenia.winn@house.ks.gov 

Tom Foster (Advisor) Director, Career, Standards & Assessments – 

KSDE 

tfoster@ksde.org 

 

First sub-committee meeting scheduled for July 13 (webinar at 2 p.m.) 

 

Great Teachers and Leaders in Every School 

 

Name Title/Organization Email 

Linda Alexander (Co-chair) Interim Dean, School of Education and 

Counseling MidAmerica Nazarene – Olathe 

lalexand@mnu.edu 

Sue Givens (Co-chair) Superintendent, El Dorado sgivens@eldoradoschools.org 

Karen Godfrey Vice President, KNEA karen.godfrey@knea.org 

Rick Henry Chair, Professional Standards Board rhenry@knusd331.com 

David Hofmeister Director, Teacher Education Dept., 

Southwestern College – Winfield 

David.Hofmeister@sckans.edu 

Cindy Lane Superintendent, KC cilane@kckps.org 

Debbie Mercer Associate Dean, KSU,  College of Education 

– Manhattan 

dmercer@ksu.org 

Steve Parsons Superintendent, Chanute sparsons@usd413.org 

Pam Coleman (Advisor) Director, Teacher Education & Licensure – 

KSDE 

pcoleman@ksde.org 

 

First sub-committee meeting scheduled for August 30 at 11:30 a.m.  (virtual meetings thereafter) 

 

Equity and Opportunity for All Students 

 

Name Title/Organization Email 

Kathy Kersenbrock- Ostmeyer 

(Co-chair) 

Incoming Chair, Special Education Advisory 

Council 

kko@nkesc.org 

Katherine Sprott (Co-chair) Coordinator of Professional Development, 

Midwest Equity Assistance Center 

krs8888@k-state.edu 

Mary Ellen Welshhon (Co-chair) Superintendent,/K-12 principal – Golden mwelshhon@usd316.org 



Plains 

Kristen Archer Special Education Teacher, Shawnee 

Mission 

kristinarcher@smsd.org 

Sharon Berner Director of LEAD, Manhattan Christian 

College 

sberner@mccks.edu 

Robert McFrazier Retired Superintendent, Topeka Public 

Schools 

rmcfrazier@cox.net 

Colleen Riley (Advisor) Director, Special Education Services criley@ksde.org 

 

First sub-committee meeting scheduled for July 26 or 27 (will try to have virtual meetings) 

 

Raise the Bar and Reward Excellence 

 

Name Title/Organization Email 

Marvin Estes (Co-chair) Superintendent, Winfield marvin_estes@usd465.com 

Blake West (Co-chair) President, KNEA blake.west@knea.org 

Kelly Gillespie Executive Director, SWPRSC kgillespie@swprsc.org 

Alfred James Treasurer, KS Geological Foundation Board 

– Wichita 

alfred.james55@yahoo.com 

Doug Penner KS Independent College Assoc. – Topeka dpenner@kscolleges.org 

Jean Redeker Director, Academic Affairs, KSBOR jredeker@ksbor.org 

Aletha Rogers Area Representatives, KANAAE arogers11@sbcglobal.net 

Julie Ford (Advisor) Director, Title Programs & Services – KSDE jford@ksde.org 

 

First sub-committee meeting scheduled for August 5 at 1 p.m. at KSBOR (if necessary will arrange virtual participation) 

 

Promote Innovation and Continuous Improvement 

 

Name Title/Organization Email 

Bill Hagerman (Co-chair) Superintendent, Nickerson whagerman@usd309ks.org 

Debbie Lawson (Co-chair) President, KS PTA debbie@burlislawson.com 

John Heim Executive Director, KASB jheim@kasb.org 

David Howard Superintendent, Basehor dhoward@usd458.org 

Gail Kuehl Owner, McDonalds – Hays, Russell, 

Wakeeny and Colby 

gail@mchays.com 

Sheryl Spalding KS House of Representatives – Overland 

Park 

spaldingboe@aol.com 

John Tompkins Engineer/Secondary School Teacher, St. 

Thomas Aquinas – Olathe 

jftompkins@me.com 

Steve Wyckoff Chief Innovation Officer, ESSDACK swckoff@essdack.org 

Brad Neuenswander (Advisor) Director, School Finance – KSDE bneuenswander@ksde.org 

 

First sub-committee meeting scheduled for July 14 at KASB in Topeka (virtual thereafter) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


