


Why change the formula?  Why don’t we just fully fund 
the current formula? 

•	 The current formula is almost 20 years old.  Kansas 
has changed significantly during that time.

•	 The current formula has been under constant liti-
gation for many years.  The time has come for all 
Kansans to work together so we can stop sending 
education dollars to the courtroom and send them 
to the classroom.

•	 The current formula does not focus resources on the 
classroom.  Districts can fund the construction of 
new schools and athletic facilities while being forced 
simultaneously to layoff teachers because they lack 
funding for the classroom. 

•	 The current formula does not connect the allocation 
of resources to student outcomes.  The weightings 
structure was designed to address the unique needs 
of local school districts but lacks accountability mea-
surements to ensure the students’ educational needs 
are being met.

•	 The current formula limits local control and flexibility.  
The challenges and opportunities encountered by 
Kansas students vary significantly from one district 
to another.  Local school boards should be given 
maximum flexibility to help students rise to local 
challenges and seize local opportunities.

           
Will the new formula shift the burden of financing 
education from the state to the local level?

•	  Education is the primary mission of state govern-
ment and will continue to be so moving forward.

•	 The “Hold-Harmless” provision of the Governor’s plan 
sets a floor for state spending on education, both 
statewide and for every individual district in Kansas.  
Therefore, the state cannot spend less state money 
on education in the future than it does at the time 
the new formula takes effect.

 
Will the new formula distribute money equitability?

•	 Kansas must provide a quality education for every 
child, regardless of their zip code.

•	 The Governor’s formula will include a powerful 
equalization mechanism that distributes money 
from property tax rich districts to property tax poor 
districts. 

•	 Revenue generated from the county option sales 
tax for education will also be equalized among the 
school districts with students in the participating 
counties.

•	 The block grant program will also provide additional 
state funding to address the needs of economically 
disadvantaged students.

 
How will the state fund education if income tax rates 
are reduced?

•	 The Governor has stated his proposed changes 
to state income tax rates will be revenue neutral.  
Therefore, his tax plan will not reduce the amount of 
resources available to fund education.

 
Will the state’s use of block grants to fund education 
create financial uncertainty from year-to-year, pit 
school districts against each-other to fight for fund-
ing, and require them to hire additional staff to write 
the grant applications?

•	 As part of his plan, the Governor has suggested 
Kansas move to a 2 year budget cycle for education 
spending.  Therefore, the new formula will provide 
more financial predictability and certainty for school 
districts, not less.

•	 Kansas will use non-competitive formula grants for 
the operating premium and at-risk grant programs.  
The formula will allow school districts to make rea-
sonable assumptions about future funding levels.  
KSDE will not require extensive application submis-
sions for these programs.  However, districts will be 
required to show the additional money they received 
to address the unique needs of At-Risk students did, 
in-fact, improve the measurable outcomes of their 
At-Risk population at the end of the school year.
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